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MINUTES

DATE/TIME: September 3, 2025 9:30 am.
PRESENT: James Riley, President

Frank Pocci, Vice President

Lenon Wright, Secretary

Mel Baher, Commissioner

Bob Potts, Commissioner

Jon Reiss, Executive Director

Feronne Williams, Deputy Director

Mary Kitko, Executive Secretary

Craig Morice, Assistant County Prosecutor
“EXCUSED: None.
VISITORS: Carolyn Webb, Administrative Coordinator
PURPOSE: GENERAL MONTHLY MEETING

The meeting was called to order by President Jim Riley with the Pledge of Allegiance. Secretary Lenon Wright
called roll.

COMMISSIONERS REPORTS
Mel Baher — American Legion
e August 6™ — attended American Legion Post 91 membership meeting held at 7:00 p.m. Presented July
2025 financial reports as Post Finance Officer.
e August 19™ — attended the American Legion 13" District council meeting held at Post 91. Presented
financial reports as District Finance Officer.
e August 21% — attended the American Legion Pot 91 executive board meeting held at 7:00 p.m. Presented
updated financial reports as Post Finance Officer.
e August 22" — departed for Tampa, Florida to attend the American Legion National Convention. Returned
on August 28",

Volunteered at Post 91 with planned activities and work parties, as needed.

“Frank Pocci — AMVETS
e No report presented.

“Veterans Helping Veterans Since 1886” Internet @ http://www.cuyahogacounty.us/vsc



Bob Potts — VVA
e No report presented.

James Riley — VEW
e August 2™ — attended Purple Heart Homes fundraiser at North Ridgeville VFW with Jon Reiss

— e August 7" — performed with Guitars 4 Vets at Berea Veterans Picnic along with Frank Pocei and Jon
Reiss
August 12% — attended Joint Veterans Council of Cuyahoga County monthly meeting
August 14" — performed rifle salute duty for deceased member of our VEW Post, obtained flag case
August 15" — distributed RTA bus passes to Fulton House and VA Transitional Home at W. 94t and
Lorain

e August 29" — attended UASA award dinner in Parma with Jon Reiss and spouses

Bi-monthly — wrote military related article and updated calendar on center pages for DD214 Chronicle paper

Lenon Wright — DAV
e Attended the DAV National Conference in Las Vegas, Nevada

e Was nominated to serve on the DAV Nominating Committee to select the next national Officer for the
DAV

e Met with the supervisor of the Men’s Homeless Shelter to distribute bus tickets to the veterans at the
shelter.

e Met with the drug and alcohol counselor at the VA to distribute bus tickets

e Attended the DAV chapter meeting on the third Wednesday of the month. I serve as the Treasurer and the
Adjutant for the meetings.

STATE OF COMMISSION FINANCE REPORT:
__ne report for 2" Quarter, 2025 was presented by the Executive Director, Jon Reiss.

A motion was made by Mel Baher to adopt the State of Commission Finance Report with requested updates
and/or changes. Motion seconded by Lenon Wright. Discussion: None.
AYES: Babher, Pocci, Potts, Riley, Wright. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS
The Executive Director gave his weekly building update. The building looks great. The concrete walkway and

pillars are being built and the elevator should be completed in the next two weeks. The architect punch list will
begin next week, and the parking lot replacement will begin in two weeks.

There are no updates regarding the storage at Tyler Village.

There are no updates regarding security. Jon Reiss will meet with Matt Rymer regarding security and cleaning
staff.

The MOU with the Greater Cleveland Memorial was presented and signed. The Veteran Service Commission
will be responsible for the website, and the updates and replacement of the bronze plaque.

VetConnect will be held at Huntington Bank Field on Saturday, September 27 from 9 am. to 2 p.m. The
entrance is behind the stadium on the lake side.

~«EW BUSINESS:

An updated Parental Leave Policy and Leave Donation Policy were presented. The new policies were reviewed
and will be sent to attorney Melisa Fisco for review.
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Resolution 2025-26 Client Software was presented. More information is required prior to approval.

A motion was made by Frank Pocci to approve resolution 2025-27 providing for the purchase of equipment and
supplies for veterans of Cuyahoga County in support of recreational therapy programs, not to exceed 25,000.
" “otion seconded by Bob Potts. Discussion: None.

~YES: Baher, Pocci, Potts, Riley, Wright. NAYS: None. ABSTAIN: Riley

GOOD OF THE ORDER:
Commissioner Baher attended the American Legion National Convention in Tampa, Florida. Mr. Baher
mentioned that in California veterans who are a single or double amputee are provided with a wheelchair to golf.

Commissioner Riley provided his new home address.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
A motion was made by Mel Baher to go into Executive Session to consider a client case and appeal

(misrepresentation), a matter to be kept confidential, pending legal action, and employment of a public employee.
Motion seconded by Frank Pocci.

AYES: Baher, Pocci, Potts, Riley, Wright. NAYS: None. Motion carried. (11:09 am.)

The Board came out of Executive Session and returned to the regular order of business at 11:47 am. In
Executive Session the Board discussed a client case and appeal (misrepresentation), a matter to be kept
confidential, pending legal action, and employment of a public employee.

A motion was made by Mel Baher to approve the probationary termination of De’lynia Mills. Motion seconded
by Bob Potts. Discussion: None.

AYES: Baher, Pocci, Potts, Riley, Wright. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

~rhe votes for further assistance, recorded by the Secretary, of the client appeal that was discussed in Executive
Session, are attached. The Executive Director and Deputy Director were instructed on how to proceed.

With no further business, a motion was made by Bob Potts to adjourn the meeting at 11:54 a.m. Motion

seconded by Mel Baher.
AYES: Baher, Pocci, Potts, Riley, Wright. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

S (STl b Wil

Lé/ Jim Riley, President \ j Lenon Wright, Secretary
CONTACT INFORMATION
Filing claims with the Dept. of
Veterans’ Affairs/Memorial Affairs: John Rosine, Service Office Mgr. (216-698-4798)
Financial Assistance Manager: Geniece Garner (216)-698-4955
Executive Director: Jon Reiss (216-698-2611)
Deputy Director: Feronne Williams (216-698-3845)
» ymmissioners: Mary Kitko, Secretary to the Board (216-698-2651)
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